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West Coast Climate and 

Materials Management Forum

The West Coast Climate and Materials Management Forum is a collaboration of 

state, local, and tribal governments

ÄDevelop ways to institutionalize sustainable materials management practices. 

ÄDevelop tools to help jurisdictions reduce the GHGs associated with materials 



Check out the Forumõs Resources

ÅOriginal Report Connecting Materials/Climate

ÅResearch Summaries

ÅTurn-key Materials Management Presentation

ÅClimate Action Toolkit

ÅFood: Too Good to Waste Toolkit

ÅClimate -Friendly Purchasing Toolkit

www.westcoastclimateforum.com

https://westcoastclimateforum.com/sites/westcoastclimateforum/files/related_documents/Reducing_GHGs_through_Recycling_and_Composting_0.pdf
https://westcoastclimateforum.com/resources
https://westcoastclimateforum.com/materials
https://westcoastclimateforum.com/toolkit/homepage
https://westcoastclimateforum.com/food
https://westcoastclimateforum.com/cfpt


West Coast Climate Forum

Webinar Series Disclaimer

This webinar is being provided as part of the West Coast Climate and Materials Management Forum 
Webinar Series. The Forum is a collaboration of state, local, and tribal governments. We invite guest 
speakers to share their views on climate change topics to get participants thinking and talking about 
new strategies for achieving our environmental goals. Mention of trade names or commercial 
products does not constitute endorsement or recommendation for use. 

Please note the opinions, ideas, or data presented by speakers in this series do not represent West Coast 
Climate and Materials Management Forum members policy or constitute endorsement by the forum.

www.westcoastclimateforum.com
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BUILDING A CIRCULAR 
MATERIALS ECONOMY: 
INCREASING PCR RECYCLED 
CONTENT IN PACKAGING

Mark Murray, 
Californians Against Waste 

T I M M E R M A N  I N D U S T R I E S

R E A L L Y G R E A T S I T E . C O M
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HISTORIC ENVIRONMENTAL LAW TO ESTABLISH 
MINIMUM RECYCLED CONTENT STANDARDS- AB 793 
(TING, 2020)

In order to encourage efficient use of recyclable plastics, AB 793 set a series of graduated minimum recycled 

content levels for all plastic beverage containers, ramping up to 50% by 2030 - the highest standard worldwide.

²ƘƛƭŜ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀ Ƙŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ .ƻǘǘƭŜ .ƛƭƭǎΣ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ о ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ōƻǘǘƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ 

dumped in the landfill every year. Additionally, since China implemented its National Sword policy in early 

2018, much of the recyclable material we once exported is now ending up in landfills or the environment. 

AB 793 will helps to build demand and ensure domestic end-use markets for plastic beverage containers 

collected for recycling.



RATES AND DATES
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ON JANUARY 1, 2022

beverage manufacturers are required to utilize at least 15% recycled plastic.

ON JANUARY 1, 2030

beverage manufacturers are required to utilize at least 50% recycled plastic

ON JANUARY 1, 2025

beverage manufacturers are required to utilize at least 25% recycled plastic

TIMMERMAN INDUSTRIES



PENALTY STRUCTURE FOR MANUFACTURERS THAT 
FALL SHORT
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Beginning January 1, 2023 , beverage manufacturers that do not meet the minimum content requirements are 

subject to annual administrative penalties. Penalties will be assessed beginning March 1, 2024 for non-compliance.

Penalties will be calculated at a rate of $0.20 per pound based on the shortfall of recycled content used compared to the 

minimum content requirement.

Beverage manufacturers may pay penalties in quarterly installments or arrange an alternative payment schedule.

Beverage manufacturers who fail to meet the minimum content standard may submit a corrective action plan. The 

penalties assessed on the beverage manufacturer may be reduced if CalRecycle approves the corrective action plan.
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2020 PLASTIC BEVERAGE CONTAINER SALES & 
RECYCLING

Source: Biannual Report of Beverage Container Sales, Returns, Redemption, and Recycling Rates 

https://www2.calrecycle.ca.gov/Docs/Web/119868
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LARGEST BEVERAGE PRODUCER/DISTRIBUTORS AND 
THEIR 2020 PCR LEVELS

Source: 2020 Plastic Beverage Container Virgin and Postconsumer Resin Report

https://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/bevcontainer/bevdistman/plasticrpt 



Building a Circular Materials Economy: Increasing PCR 
Recycled Content in Packaging

/ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ !. тфо ό¢ƛƴƎύ aŀƴŘŀǘƻǊȅ wŜŎȅŎƭŜŘ /ƻƴǘŜƴǘ 
in Plastic Beverage Containers ς2020

EMAIL:

WEBSITE:

murray@cawrecycles.org

www.cawrecycles.org

Mark Murray,
Californians Against Waste

Thank You



Recycled Content Mandates: 
The Good, the Bad, & the Ugly

January 6, 2022

Steve Alexander

APR President & CEO



Agenda

ÅAPR introduction

ÅState laws passed to date (with recycled content requirements) 

ÅRecycled content in EPR context 

ÅPending Federal Legislation

ÅAPR Programs 



WHO IS APR?

International 
trade 

association

The Voice 
of Plastics 
Recycling®

Companies 
committed to 
the success 
of plastics 
recycling

The only North American organization focused exclusively on plastics recycling. 



Increase 
Supply

Enhance 
Quality

Expand 
Demand

Communicate 
Value

APR Primary Goals



Å APR Design® Guide for Plastics Recyclability

Å Test Methods

Å Training

Å Communication

Å Advocacy (APR Position Statements) 
https://plasticsrecycling.org/position-statements

Å APR Recycling Demand Champions

Å PCR Certification

Å Resource Development

WHAT DO WE DO?



APR was the first 
plastics related 
trade group to 
support mandatory 
recycled content in 
2006.



State Content Laws in Effect
California and Washington



California AB 793 
Plastic Minimum Content Standards

ÅSigned into law September 2020

ÅRequires minimum content in beverage containers subject to the 
California Redemption Value (CRV): 

VNo less than 15% recycled content by 1/1/2022

VNo less than 25% by 1/1/2025

VNo less than 50% by 1/1/2030

ÅSmall manufacturers exempt ($15,000 or less in annual 
processing fees) 

ÅPenalties for non-compliance assessed beginning 3/1/24 for non-
compliance as of 1/1/23 

ÅPenalties calculated at $.20 / pound for content shortfall 



WA State 5022
Plastics Recycled Content Law

ÅLaw effective as of July 2021

ÅRequires content in plastic bottles, trash bags, household cleaning 
and personal care products

ÅPlastic bottles (all resins)

VNo less than 15% by 1/1/23

VNo less than 25% by 1/1/26

VNo less than 50% by 1/1/31 

ÅTrash bags: no less than 10% by 1/1/23; 15% by 2026; 20% by 2027

ÅHousehold Cleaning, Personal Care Products: no less than 15% by 
2025; 25% by 2028; 50% by 2031

ÅAPR on Advisory Committee



Content in context of Extended 
Producer Responsibility (EPR) Bills
Oregon and Maine

New Jersey in 2022?



Oregon SB 582A 
hǊŜƎƻƴΩǎ tƭŀǎǘƛŎ tƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
Recycling Modernization Act of 2021
ÅSigned into law in August 2021

ÅRecycled content mandates are
not part of this law

ÅProducer Responsibility Organizations will set and pay fees 
ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎ ǎƻƭŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΦ CŜŜǎ ŀǊŜ άŜŎƻ-
ƳƻŘǳƭŀǘŜŘέ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ 

VPost-consumer content

VProduct-to-package ratio

VChoice of material

VEvaluation and disclosure of life cycle impacts

VRecycling rate



Maine   LD 1541
An Act To Support and Improve Municipal 
Recycling Programs and Save Taxpayer Money

ÅSigned into law July 2021

ÅNo specific content mandates

ÅStewardship organization program goals, and factors that 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ άΧŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ 
amount of post-consumer recycled content in packaging 
ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎέ



Pending Federal Legislation 



Federal Policy

Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act

U.S. Senate RECYCLE Act

U.S. House RECOVER Act 

Ocean-Based Climate Solutions Act

Rewarding Efforts to Decrease Unrecycled 
Contaminants in Ecosystems (REDUCE) Act

Save Our Future Act

**Break Free From Plastic Pollution 

**Climate Leadership and Environmental Action 
ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ bŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ό/[9!bύ CǳǘǳǊŜ !Ŏǘ


